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now, college will be affordable only for
the rich in America.

I have cosponsored a bill with the
gentlewoman from California [Ms.
ESHOO] called the Higher Education Ac-
cumulation Program. The bill will help
make college affordable for middle and
working class families by allowing par-
ents to set up IRA’s for their children’s
higher education. Parents will be able
to make tax deductible $5,000 contribu-
tions for each of their children for
higher education. To deny a child an
opportunity for an education is to deny
that child a lifetime of opportunities.

The President and the Senate major-
ity leader have endorsed this concept,
and they have slightly different plans
of their own. I ask that Members of the
House, on a bipartisan basis, support
the Higher Education Accumulation
Program, H.R. 53, the HEAP Act, to
help make college affordable for work-
ing and middle class families in Amer-
ica.
f
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THE DRUG-FREE COMMUNITIES
ACT OF 1997

(Mr. PORTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
URGING ASSISTANCE FOR FLOOD VICTIMS IN 10TH

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT AND OTHER AREAS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I just
arrived back in Washington from my
district, which was hit very hard by the
recent flooding. I want to commend the
Clinton administration for agreeing to
provide disaster aid, and urge this body
to help those of us in my district and
around the country that have been so
devastated by these high waters.

I am also here this morning, Mr.
Speaker, to introduce new legislation,
with the gentleman from New York
[Mr. RANGEL], the gentleman from Illi-
nois [Mr. HASTERT], and the gentleman
from Michigan [Mr. LEVIN], called the
Drug-Free Communities Act of 1997.
This legislation recognizes that the
very serious and growing drug problem
in this country is not going to be
solved here in Washington, but is going
to be solved at the local level, in our
communities and neighborhoods.

The Federal Government has a role
to play, of course, but even that role
needs to be more focused on our com-
munities. In order to receive Federal
support under this new approach in our
bill, a community must first show its
commitment to reducing drug abuse in
a comprehensive and long-term fash-
ion.

There has to be substantial volunteer
participation from kids, parents, busi-
nesses, schools, law enforcement, the
media, and so on. A community must
also show that the local effort can be
sustained without Federal support. We
do not want them to be dependent on
the Federal Government. There is ac-
countability in this bill. A community
must evaluate whether it is actually

having an impact in reducing drug
abuse.

Importantly, this is not a matter of
new money, but rechanneling existing
monies will be used. We are rechannel-
ing the existing $16 billion we spend
every year in fighting the drug war.
This bill, Mr. Speaker, has grassroots
support from around the country, from
hundreds of communities.

I hope Members will join us in this
bipartisan effort to create a drug-free
America, neighborhood by neighbor-
hood.
f

REPUBLICAN LACK OF A BUDGET
PLAN WILL HURT EDUCATION

(Mr. GREEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, we are
over 2 months into the 105th Congress,
and yet the House has not taken any
effort on a serious budget. We hear the
complaints as a result of the Presi-
dent’s plan on moving our country for-
ward on education, and yet the Senate
voted on a balanced budget amendment
but we have not voted here in the
House. We can hear the complaints
about the President’s budget, but
where is the Republican plan; or where
is our plan, as a House Member?

The expression is, people in glass
houses should not throw stones. This
comes to mind in response to com-
plaints about the President. I may not
agree with his budget, but we do not
have one either. Republicans cannot
criticize the President’s plan when
they do not even have an alternative
suggestion.

The Democrats have set up some pri-
orities in the new budget. One of them
is education. That effort is shared by
over 80 percent of Americans. The
President’s 10-point plan on education
is adequate. His proposals would boost
funding for elementary and secondary
education, for school construction, and
improved classroom techniques. His
proposals would help boost post-sec-
ondary education with $1,500 HOPE
scholarships for the first 2 years of col-
lege. We have illustrated what we want
to do in the future for America. Let us
get the budget to reflect those prior-
ities, including education.
f

THE BLOOD OF THE PEOPLE WILL
BE ON THE HANDS OF THE
BUDGET CUTTERS

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
every day we hear more and more
about what is wrong with the Presi-
dent’s budget, yet his critics have not
put on the table one plan, one proposal,
one budget, or even one idea, except to
talk about cutting and balancing, cut-
ting the heart out of the neediest peo-
ple in our country: children, senior

citizens, the mentally ill, disabled, and
the poor.

Balancing with the idea that we can
get blood out of a turnip, that we can
provide services and provide opportuni-
ties with very little or no money.

There are a lot of things that I do not
know, but I do know one thing. I know
that as Frederick Douglass taught, in
this world we may not get all that we
pay for, but we most certainly must
pay for all that we get. We cannot have
a great, civilized, and humane nation
without paying the cost; if all we can
do is cut, cut, cut, all that we will get
is blood, blood, blood.

I tell you, the blood of the people will
be on the hands of those who did the
cutting.
f

URGING MAJORITY TO JOIN IN
BUDGET PROCESS BY PRESENT-
ING THEIR PLAN
(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, as a
freshman Member of this House, I have
heard a lot of stories about the frenetic
pace of the opening of the previous
Congress. I heard of votes being taken
late at night and working weekends.
Now that I am here, elected by the peo-
ple of the Ninth District of Texas, I
cannot help but wonder what happened.

Is this what the majority means
when they talk about wanting less
Government?

Mr. Speaker, if this is the session
when we are going to agree to do a bal-
anced budget plan, we need to see ac-
tivity from the other side of the aisle.
They have criticized the President’s
plan. They have even called on the
President to submit a second budget
plan before submitting their own first
budget on the most important issue
this Congress will debate. I and many
of my freshman colleagues are still
waiting to see the evidence of the bi-
partisanship that we have heard so
much about.

I join the Democratic leadership
today in asking the majority party to
join the budget process by presenting
their plan. There are only 13 legislative
days left until the April 15 budget
deadline.
f

WE MUST MAKE CHILDREN’S
HEALTH CARE OUR TOP PRIOR-
ITY IN THIS SESSION OF CON-
GRESS
(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, we are
voting today on a resolution regarding
the display of the Ten Commandments.
Whatever Members vote on this resolu-
tion, I think we can all agree: This is
not the most pressing issue that is fac-
ing our Nation today.

Today the American people are much
more concerned about the 10 million
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